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Engineers Society saying that if we 
had properly funded the levees in New 
Orleans, they would have survived 
Katrina. 

Let’s talk about our highways. Ac-
cording to the Federal Highway Ad-
ministration 2002 Conditions and Per-
formance Report, $106.9 billion through 
2020 is needed to maintain and improve 
our highways and bridges. We are just 
not getting the job done. 

Community development block 
grants, which was spoken to by Sen-
ator MURRAY earlier, is another exam-
ple. These grants support State and 
local government-directed neighbor-
hood revitalization, housing rehabilita-
tion, and economic development activi-
ties. I know in my time being mayor of 
the city of Cleveland how important 
CDBG is in terms of providing funds to 
local government officials so they can 
do housing rehabilitation, neighbor-
hood revitalization, and economic de-
velopment. I refer to it as the yeast 
that raises the dough. It is probably 
the best leveraged Federal program we 
have for our cities in the United States 
of America. 

By the way, it is a program that was 
put in place by Richard Nixon when he 
was President of the United States. 

When we fail to recognize our coun-
try’s needs, it is at the expense of our 
seed corn programs that are essential 
to the future of our country. We must 
not be pennywise and pound foolish 
while we consider this budget. While 
cuts and reforms need to be made, it 
should not be made at the expense of 
programs that our country relies on, 
such as these. 

It is too bad that we don’t have to 
balance our budget. That would be 
beautiful. The thing that drives me 
crazy about this place, after being 
mayor for 10 years and doing 10 budg-
ets, and being Governor and having to 
do four budgets when we had to balance 
our budget, is that we are irresponsible 
when it comes to budgeting. 

I recall as Governor, as I mentioned 
earlier, we had to raise taxes at the 
margin to balance the budget and re-
spond to critical needs of Ohio. It was 
through cuts in spending and making 
very difficult choices that we balanced 
the budget and accumulated over $1 
billion in our rainy day fund. It was 
through these efforts—in other words, 
we tried to do everything, and at the 
end, through what I call the strong- 
management, good-economy bonus, we 
reduced our State income tax 3 years 
in a row, including almost 10 percent in 
1998. 

It is difficult for this Senator to be-
lieve that we have the ability to fund 
the war on terror, respond to homeland 
security needs, pay for emergencies 
such as Hurricane Katrina, deal with 
explosions in entitlement costs, guar-
antee our country will have the infra-
structure of competitiveness to battle 
the global marketplace, balance budg-
ets, pay down the debt by focusing our 
attention solely on the discretionary, 
nondefense, nonhomeland security part 

of the budget—it doesn’t make sense, 
and it is not fair. It is not fair, and I 
think the American people understand 
what I am talking about. 

The problem is that Congress has not 
told the truth about what we can and 
cannot afford. We want to have it all 
but don’t want to pay for it. America’s 
families don’t live like that, nor should 
we. I learned this difficult lesson while 
serving as mayor of Cleveland for 10 
years and Governor of Ohio for 8 years. 
It is time that we in Congress learned 
that lesson as well. 

Yesterday, I sat in the Presiding Offi-
cer’s chair listening to Chairman 
GREGG and Senator CONRAD debate. I 
was heartened to hear these two budg-
eteers agree that we have to take on 
the debt on a bipartisan basis, and 
sooner rather than later. I wish to be 
associated with those sentiments, and I 
hope both sides of the aisle will 
promptly realize the dilemma and heed 
the words of Senators GREGG and 
CONRAD. We can get the job done. We 
can be responsible, but we have to do it 
on a bipartisan basis. 

When I had my problems when I was 
Governor of Ohio, I had the strongest 
leader we ever had, a Democrat, in the 
House of Representatives. He had been 
there for 24 years. We named a building 
after him while he was alive. In fact, I 
had to genuflect to his statue every 
day when I went to my office at the 
State House. He was a very powerful 
guy. We had problems. I went to him 
and said: Vern, we have to do some-
thing about this. He said: Partner, OK, 
but you have to give a little, we will 
have to give a little. We spent 3 weeks 
and came up with a program to get the 
job done. 

The President recognized this. One of 
the things I felt very bad about last 
year is we spent all this time on deal-
ing with Social Security when I knew 
right from the beginning if it wasn’t 
going to be on a bipartisan basis, it 
would go nowhere, and it went no-
where. The President wasted a lot of 
time—I give him credit for pointing 
out the fact that we had a problem 
with Social Security, but it had to 
start out on a bipartisan basis. 

I was so delighted, I got up and 
clapped when the President said: We 
have to put together a commission of 
the best and brightest to tackle the 
problem of entitlements so we can 
move toward fiscal sanity. 

We have to do that. The American 
people are looking at what we are 
doing here and they are saying: Put 
aside your partisan differences; come 
together for the benefit of our country, 
for our children, for our grandchildren. 

I am concerned about this budget, 
but I am more concerned about the di-
rection we are going. Our problem is 
that we are unwilling to pay for things 
or do without them. Unless we wake up 
to that fact, we are in very deep trou-
ble. 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. VOINOVICH. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that there now be a 
period for the transaction of morning 
business, with Senators permitted to 
speak for up to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

MAGGIE INOUYE 

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, we 
join our dear friend and colleague, Sen-
ator INOUYE, in remembering his won-
derful wife and life-long companion, 
Margaret Inouye. 

She faced her cancer as she lived her 
life—with dignity, grace, a ready smile, 
and a firm resolve. 

I read DAN INOUYE’s own words about 
her passing. He said, 

It was a most special blessing to have had 
Maggie in my life for 58 years. She was my 
inspiration, and all that I have accomplished 
could not have been done without her at my 
side. We were a team. 

Senator INOUYE and Maggie came to 
the Senate just months after I did. It 
has been one of my greatest pleasures 
to serve with DAN over these many 
years. He is our rock, our steady hand, 
our wise counselor. And we know that 
in no small measure, Maggie made that 
possible. 

Our thoughts and our prayers are 
with DAN and his son Kenny as they 
face this great loss. DAN, we love you, 
we care for you, and we look forward to 
your return as you continue to serve 
the people of the State you love. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Rhode Island. 

Mr. CHAFEE. I thank the Chair. I 
share Senator KENNEDY’s thoughts of 
prayer and peace for Senator INOUYE. 
My thoughts are with the Inouye fam-
ily. 

Mr. CARPER. Mr. President, I came 
to the floor today to talk about our 
budget deficit and a couple things we 
ought to be doing to turn it around to 
begin reducing it. Before I do that, I 
want to extend my sympathy and the 
sympathy of the people of Delaware to 
Senator INOUYE and his family on the 
death of Maggie Inouye yesterday. 

For those who have lost loved ones 
recently, those who have lost parents, 
those who have lost spouses, they may 
have just the beginning of a feeling for 
the tough time that our colleague is 
going through. To those of us who were 
privileged to know his wife, she was a 
wonderful, vibrant, and valiant woman 
and a great partner for him right to 
the end. 

So to DAN INOUYE, our deepest sym-
pathy. It was a privilege to know your 
wife. 

f 

LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT 
ENHANCEMENT ACT OF 2005 

Mr. SMITH. Mr. President, I rise 
today to speak about the need for hate 
crimes legislation. Each Congress, Sen-
ator KENNEDY and I introduce hate 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 03:56 Mar 15, 2006 Jkt 049060 PO 00000 Frm 00064 Fmt 4624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\G14MR6.115 S14MRPT1hm
oo

re
 o

n 
P

R
O

D
1P

C
68

 w
ith

 H
M

S
E

N
A

T
E


		Superintendent of Documents
	2019-05-07T09:21:51-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




